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A R C H I V E S

STATEMENT OP THE DELEGATION FROM THE PH ILIPPIN S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE'S 
ORGANIZATION AT THE 1937 MEETING OP THE UNITED NATIONS WORKING 
GROUP ON INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS

i n t r o d u c t i o n

We r e p r e s e n t  th e  C o r d i l l e r a  P e o p l e 's  A l l i a n c e  an d  th e  LUMAD 

o f  M in d a n a o , P h i l i p p i n e s , ,  We § r e  a l s o  m em bers o f  th e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  

A sse m b ly  o f  M in o r i ty  P e o p le s  o f  t i e  P h i l i p p i n e s  com posed  o f  214 

member o r g a n i z a t i o n s , ,

T h ro u g h  o u r  p e o p l e 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  we p a r t i c i p a t e è  i n  th e  

a n t i - d i c t a t o r s h i p  s t r u g g l e  w h ic h  to p p le d  th e  M aroos d i c t a t o r s h i p  

l a s t  F e b r u a r y ,  1986„ The 14 -  y e a r s  o f  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t t h e  d i c t a t o r  

w as p a id  i i t h  a  h ig h  p r i c e  i n  te rm s  o f  l i v e s  l o s t ,  c o m m u n it ie s  

u p r o o t e d ,  m a s s a c re s  and  r a p e 0 We a r e  h a p p y  t h a t  t h e  U n i te d  N a t io n s  

C om m ission  f o r  Human R ig h t s  saw  th e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  o u r  c o m p la in t s  a n d  

p l a c e d  th e  M arcos ^ « g e rfe ra e n t u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , ,  We s t r o n g l y  f e e l  

t h a t  o u r  s u b m is s io n s  t o  th e  W ork ing  G roup s i n c e  1981  h e lp e d  i n  th e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r 0

We w ere  one w i th  th e  e n t i r e  F i l i p i n o  p e o p le  i n  th e  14 y e a r s  

o f  s t r u g g l e  an d  i n  c e l e b r a t i n g  o u r  v i c t o r y .  We w ere  e x c i t e d  w i th  

th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p o s t- M a rc o s  e r a  w h e re  o u r  r i g h t s  t o  s e l f -  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i l l  be  r e s p e c t e d o

No d o u b t ,  many o f  y o u  w i l l  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  we now h a v e  p o p u l a r  

d e m o c ra c y , j u s t i c e  a n d  p e a c e 0 How we w is h  t h i s  w ere  s o 0

B u t we came h e re  t o  á e l i v e r  a  s a d  m essag e  -  we th e  in d ig e n o u s  

p e o p le s  o f  th e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a r e  i n  no b e t t e r  s i t u a t i o n  I n  f a c t ,  o u r  

s u f f e r i n g  i s  g e t t i n g  w o r s t „

C o n t in u in g  M i l i t a r y  O p e r a t io n s  R e s u l t i n g  i n  M u rd e rs  and  D is p la c e m e n t

I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6 , b a r e l y  a  m onth b e f o r e  t h e  F e b r u a r y  r e v o l u t i o n ,  

th e  P h i l i p p i n e  m i l i t a r y  la u n c h e d  OPLAN PEGASUS, a  m i l i t a r y  c a m p a ig n  

to  e n c i r c l e  and  w ip e  o u t  th e  i n s u r g e n t  f o r c e s  i n  th e  n o r t h « I n  May 

1 9 8 6 , th e  s o - c a l l e d  New Armed F o r c e s  o f ^ i e  P h i l i p p i n e s  u n d e r  P r e s i d e n t  

A qu in o  re su m e d  th e  p u n i t i v e  a c t i o n  on  a  l a r g e r  s c a l e  th a n  e v e n  u n d e r  

M arcos c

The new schem e h a s  e x p a n d e d  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  many w a y s0 

More in d ig e n o u s  p r o v in c e s  w ere  in c lu d e d , ,  War e q u ip m e n t  w i t h  f a r  

g r e a t e r  d e s t r u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  a r e  now b e in g  u s e d  b y  m ore t h a n  8 ,5 0 0  

t r o o p s .



This systematic counter-insurgency operation resulted in more 
than 100 houses "burned, 5® people massacred, 25 people summarily 
executed, one million pesos worth of properties destroyed and 
25,000 people rendered homeless0

I wish to submit to this body for its information, a report 
of three fact-finding missions to the lower Kalinga -Apayao area 
of the Cordillera region, which documents all these human rights 
abuses.

Meanwhile, in the southern island of Mindanao, more than 15 
officially sanctioned armed anti-coramunist vigilantists are causing 
much sufferings among the indigenous communities0 We are being forced 
to join these vigilantists to take part in an anti-communist cruéadeo

We wish to reiterate that as it was during tie Marcos dictatorship, 
the issue is not democracy versus communisin0 Our problems are food and 
freedom, jobs and justice, protection of our ancestral domains and the 
recognition of our right to self-determinations

New Constitution Discriminates against Indigenous Peoples

While the newly ratified constitution provides for the establishment 
of autonomous regions of the Muslims in Mindanao and the Igorots of the 
Cordillera, there are contradictory provisions,; To cite an example, 
we have Article Xll, Section 5> which says:

" The state, subject to the provisions of this Constitution 
and national development policies and programs, shall pro
tect the rights of indigenous cultural communities to 
their ancestral lands to ensure their economic, social and 
cultural well-being",,

Unfortunately, the National Development Plan for the next five 
years is designed by the International Monetary Fund to ensure the re
payment of the huge $2708 billion foreign debt0 The implications, just 
like in any debtor country are indeed staggering,, Specifically, for 
our indigenous peoples it means:
1„ Lesser state allocation for our basic human needs,, More than "JO'fu 

of our people live below the poverty line» We therefore expect this 
to increase;

20 More of our ancestral lands will be forcibly opened for plunder 
by transnational agrobusiness leading to more displacements 
landgrabbing;

3. More repression to bring about political stability which is a pre
condition for more investments and loans,,
Furthermore, the new Constitution institutionalized private owner

ship of property which contradicts our concepts and customary laws0
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Non—participation of the Indigenous peoples in decision—making

Last July 15, President Aquino signed Executive Order 220 
creating a Cordillera Administrative Region. SdJlly, the Executive 
Order did not have the benefit of a broad democratic debate. It is 
now causing divisions and tensions in our Cordillera coramunities0 

Our right to participate in determining our economic plans 
are likewise violated. Shortly after President Aquino assumed 
office, the European Economic Community (EEC) granted a $20 million 
"goodwill" development package called the Central Cordillera 
Agricultural Project (CECAP)0 He were not consulted« It was only 
after a vigorous, expensive and time-consuming lobby work that 
our right to be consulted was recognized,,

Madame chairérson aJaid members of the Working Group, the 
plague of militarization, discrimination, poverty and landgrabbing 
continues, increasing our agony<> For this reason we have submitted 
to an European government our opposition to its nomination of 
President Aquino for the Nobel Peace Prize Award. We are now 
organizing an international campaign to support our oppositions,

Our Commitments and Appeal

On the other hand, we will work hard to have the Philippine 
government ratify ILO Convention 107o We will mobilize our or
ganizations and allies to actively participate in the revision of 
this Convention,, We will dessiminate the wise decisions and in
sights of the Working Group, the other UN agencies and the In
dependent Commission on International Humanitarian Issues0 Based 
on our capacities, we will share whatever human and material re
sources we have ïÉth our brothers and sisters in the struggle0

In the spirit of solidarity, we wish to take this opportunity 
to invite members of the Working Group to be with us during the 
launching congress of the National Coalition of Philippine In
digenous People's Organizations and Communities, December 6-9, 
of this yearc A month earlier, we will host the assembly of the 
Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific0

We have one special appeal for the Working Group. Please 
consider for our sake an^Lthe future generations the first re
commendation for immediate action of the Independent Commission 
on International Humanitarian Issues, which says :
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" Recourse procedures must be established within the 
United Nations to examine threats to the well-being 
and survival of the indigenous peoples. An inter- 
national ombuds man. under the UN aegis could help 
monitor such situations and report to the General 
Assembly and the Secretary-General all crisis 
situations affecting indigenous peoples such as ¡ 
armed conflicts, forced relocations, ethnocide and | 
genocide.»"

For what is the use of having good international

standards years from now, if we no longer exist? What is the 
reason for " harvesting the gtfass when the horse is already 
dead"?

Finally, Madame chairperson, allow us to express our 
deepest confidence in you and the working Group, our faith 
in the future and our victory - in our own way„

( A short chanting follows)0
- end -

United Nations 
4 August 1987


